[image: image1.png]


[image: image1.png]Miami Gliders                    www.miamigliders.com – 786-243-7640


Blanik L-23 spec sheet


Max Gross Weight


1,124 pounds



Basic Empty Weight

                 683  pounds



Useful Load



   440 pounds



Min Front pilot weight

   154 pounds



Max front pilot weight

   242 pounds



Approach Speed
                              55 knots (Vg + ½ wind of 14 knts)



Best Glide Speed (dual/solo)

   48/43 knots



Min Sink (dual/solo)


   42/38 knots



Thermalling speed range
                42/45 (35 deg of bank)



Stall speed



   32 knots (w/full airbrakes add 3 knts)


Maximum Aerotow Speed (Vt)
   81 knots



Max airbrake extended speed
   133 knots



Max never exceed speed

   133 knots



Maneuvering speed


   86 knots
1. Miami Gliders does not allow aerobatics in gliders unless you are in the presence of a Miami Gliders approved staff pilot and the maneuver is listed in the aircraft flight manual. 

2. If you have a rope brake prior to 200 AGL land straight ahead or on runway 9 when taking off from runway 36 at Homestead General Airport.  After 200ft make a 180 deg turn into the wind and land.\

3. Landing Gear is to remain down and locked at all times in the Blaniks.
4. Land on the main wheel. NEVER! OVER FLARE THE GLIDER (TAIL CAN BREAK)

5. Lift canopies only by metal frame or handle. Do not leave forward canopy open.
6. NEVER! Leave the glider unattended on of the runway. NEVER! Leave the FRONT canopy open when you’re not in the vicinity of the cockpit. The wind can close the canopy shut and crack the plexi-glass. 

useful things for the glider pilot to know

•  Tow rope should be 150-200 feet long

•  A knot in the rope reduces the ropes strength by 50 %

•  Tow rope strength should be 80 – 200% the gross weight of the glider, if rope is stronger, use a weak link.
•  When you release, the towplane goes left and the glider goes to the right

•  If working a ridge make all turns away from the ridge

•  You need to remain current in gliders ( 3 takeoffs and landings in 90 days IN GLIDERS)

•  Your BFR can be in an airplane or a glider

•  You must carry your pilot’s license with you when you fly gliders 

•  You don’t need a medical to fly gliders however, you must not have lost your medical due to medical reasons.

•  Best glide is same as best L/D.  It will get you the farthest per distance.  You add ½ the headwind to Vg and come up with “Speed to fly”  This speed will get you the farthest for the altitude you have.
•  Min Sink is the speed that you fly to stay in the air the longest.  It doesn’t cover as much ground, because you are slower, but if you are in a thermalling this is the speed to keep you in the lift the longest.
•  If assembling a glider, you must not allow anyone to distract you  and you must use the manufacturer’s checklist.

•  If neither glider nor towplane can  release, the glider will land first slightly below the tow plane
